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ABSTRACT 

A seal mechanism, apparatus and method are suggested for confining a 
chemical reaction in a reaction vessel that is accessible through a self- 
sealing diaphragm. A movable plunger is reversibly operable between a re- 
tracted position where the diaphragm is accessible for injection and/or ex- 
traction of reagents, and an operational position wherein the plunger is con- 
trolled to apply an external pressure in direct contact with the self- sealing 
diaphragm. 
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